Please send letters* to both:

The Honourable Jason Kenney, P.C., M.P. 
Minister for Citizenship, Immigration and Multiculturalism
Citizenship and Immigration Canada
Ottawa, Ontario, K1A 1L1

The Honourable Rona Ambrose, P.C., M.P. 
Minister for Status of Women

123 Slater Street, 10th Floor
Ottawa, Ontario, K1P 1H9

Send a copy of your letters to your local MP (click here to find your MP using your postal code). 

*Note:  you need to put a stamp on your letters to these addresses, unlike letters to Members of Parliament at the House of Commons address.
This is a model letter that should be adapted as necessary to mention you or your organization’s location, experience related to the issue, and position. Points that need to be filled in are highlighted.

Date, 2012

Title and address of Minister
Dear Minister,

I am writing to express my concerns/ the concerns of your organization regarding the proposed period of conditional permanent residence for sponsored spouses and partners who have been in a relationship with their sponsor for two years or less. We/I believe that introducing “conditional permanent residence” would be a major step backwards in Canadian immigration policy, would increase inequalities in relationships between spouses, and would put women in particular at heightened risk of violence. 
Making permanent residence for the sponsored partner conditional puts significant power into the hands of the sponsor, who may use the precarity of the partner’s status as a tool for manipulation – at any time, the sponsor can declare the spouse fraudulent. This can be a constant threat and source of fear for the sponsored person, who faces the risk of being deported. While this proposal was announced as a measure to counter “marriages of convenience”, the power imbalance it creates affects all sponsored partners, regardless of the genuineness of the relationship, and reinforces unequal gendered power dynamics.

Women’s and newcomers’ organizations across the country have spoken out against this proposal because of the devastating impact it would have on women in situations of violence and abuse. Organizations working with newcomer women have reported many cases of sponsors wielding the threat of deportation over their partners; taking away their unconditional permanent residence status would significantly reduce these newcomer women’s chance to escape abuse.
While we/I can appreciate the personal misfortune of people who have unwittingly been used by their partners for immigration status, it is also not clear that this measure is necessary to counter problems related to marriages of convenience: even the notice in the Canada Gazette acknowledges that there is a lack of evidence about the extent of “marriage fraud”. Furthermore, we/I see no evidence indicating that those individuals or couples who intend to contract marriages purely for immigration purposes would be daunted by the prospect of remaining in the relationship for two years in order to obtain legal status in Canada. 
Visa offices abroad already devote considerable resources to screening relationships. Also, Canadian law has provisions that can be used to charge immigrants (even criminally) for misrepresentation in their applications. Canada is already committing resources to prevent marriages of convenience at the source, and it is difficult to justify a measure that will be so harmful to a particularly vulnerable group.
We/I appreciate that your department’s notice regarding the measure states that a process would be developed to allow women in situations of abuse to come forward “without facing enforcement action”. However, newcomer women in situations of violence are unlikely to use this provision. Those who are aware of the exception may be daunted by the difficulty of proving abuse; meanwhile, many newcomer women in abusive relationships will not have access to this information, especially where there is a language barrier. 

What is clear to us/me is that this measure would entail grave consequences for some sponsored spouses, mostly women, who would be at increased risk of spousal abuse. We/I are/am also concerned about the impacts on children affected by the abuse and deportation of a parent.  My organization/myself and many others from across Canada believe that the proposal would increase the risk of abuse of sponsored spouses who are newcomers to Canada. We/I ask you not to pursue this proposal.

Yours sincerely,

